£0 Onfidering there is no publicke Action, being honeſt and good in it ſclfe, and whichtendeth to the generall good and bene- 
& fite of this Common-wealth , but thatthe ſame is alſo beneficiall and good inſome degree, to cuery particular Member 

SD Ithereof , we thoughtit therefore requiſite, to impart vnto you ( as we haue done likewiſe to many other Cities and good 
Townes,within the Land, whom it may in time very much concerne) how many Wayes it hathpleaſed God to _— vs to goe 
on, in that great worke and enterprize of planting Colonies of our Engliſh Nation, in thoſe parts of AMrCA , whic Wee com- 
monly call Yirgi:44, or Non Britannia; Virlt, by mouing the heart of his Maicſtie, ro grant many gratious Priuiledges vader the 
orear Scale, to all thatwill aduenture or vndertake to further the ſame; and Secondly, by itirringvp ſo many honourable minded 
Men, Lordes, Knightes, Marchants, and Gentlemen, fo willingly to engage themſelues, that beſides three ſeuerall Diſcoueries, 
which wee haue formerly made, and haue already ſertled there ſome few hundreds of our People; we haue likewiſe againe within 
theſe few dayes, ſent thither the better part of a thouſand Voluntary men, furniſhed with nineſayle of Shippes, andall neceflary 
Prouifions, fit for ſo great an Action, the charge and expence whereof , (though it amounts to many ono is png 
clearely defrayed with preſent money, withour beeing indebted for any part thereot; and whichis notthelealt reſpect of Go 
prouidence, and an vndoubted argumentvnto vs of Diuine approbarion, rhatthe Natiues of that Country, beeing poore Hea- 
theniſh people, without the knowledge of God (which is the true light of Reaſon,) are fodefirous to embrace a better condition, 
and for that rhey find the gentle difpolition of our people to giue them ſuch content, taat they doe willingly entertaine vs with 
kindnefle and loue, and thei: greateſt King Powehatan, by the teſtimony ot Captaine Newporr, and of other Captaines that haue 
lately come from thence, lnth granted Freedome of Trade and Commerce to our Englith people, ro Plant, fortitie and poſleſſe 
at our pleaſure in any part othis Country, with condition to be aig to his people, anito detend him from his enemies; witne(- 
fing the {ame by accepting aCopper Crowne preſented vnto him,in the name of King Iams, and ſetvpon his head by Captaine 
Mumpri: Andyetan other,andno leffe Argument of Gods fauourable afſiltance in this, that {undry Noble minded men in their 
oviac perſons, doe 10 williugly vadertake ( by Gods permiſſion) the preſent Conduct and perpetuall Plantation of rhis People 
there, 2s naincly the Right honourable and Religious, Sir Thomas Weſ,Lord Delt Ware, Lord Gouernour and Capraine Gene- 
rall, with Sir T homas Gates Lieutenant General; and Sir Ges '2e Sommers Admirall of Yirgeaia , and Caprtaine Chriftop (er Vew- 
port Viz-Agmirall: Allbecing w cllnowneto be Knights and Gentlemen of great worth, for ſpeciall Seruicesto God and rheir 
Countrie,v.o beſides rhe fEtrniſhing their owne Traine and priuate Prouifions, have layd downe and brought intothe common 
Stocke, many huncred Pounds in ready money, and for that the {aid Knights, vir T hom asGates, Sir George Sommers, and Capytaine 
Newp:rt, vcith their Shippes, Men and Prouiſtons aforeſaid, arenow on their way, and departed the Coaſt of England: We doe 
f:rcher ler vou know, that our purpoſe is ( God willing) by the Condudt of the Right Honourable LordDz-La-Warn, with 
ai conuenicnt expedition, t makea new Supplic of men and Shippes, with all neceffary prouiſions ro ſecond them, in as large 
and awple manner , and by all the hclIpe and meanes we can procure, either of our ſelucs which are already interefſed, or by any new 
Afſociares that willl therein conioyne with vs, vpon ſuch hopefull grounds of tururegood, as by ſachan effectuall Plantation, may 
the ſooner ſucceed vnto vs. 

Andrherefore if it ſhal. {ceme good vnto you, with your friends and neighbours to admir a conference as well with your 
Towneſmen of as with the Gentlemen and others of your Countie, ſuchas be belt affected to farther 
ſuch honelt publicke Actiors,anddoe refolue among your ſelues,to raiſe ſuch competent ſummes of monie, as ſeuerall men fhall 
rhinke good to aduenture, ad ſhall put the ſame intothe common Stocke amongtt vs,vethall willingly accept and admityou into 
our fellowſhip and freedome, to participate with vs in all equall priuiledges and profites, both of the Lands in Virgina, to you and 
ro your Heircs, andin all the gaynes of Goods, Marchandizes, Mynes and Mynerals , and whatfoeuer other benefite ſhall bee 
raited thence, aticr therate and Pfoportion of your ſtocke aduentured, and for which your Towne ſhall receiue from vs a Bill of 
Aduenture, v: der the Seal: of the Company; the Copie whereof wee haue ſent you herein incloſed to peruſe, being ſuch, as we 
hauc giuen to all other Aduenturers, and are likewiſe now to giue the ſame to all the ſeuerall Companies in London, which 
lately at the motion of ſome of the Honourable Lordes of his Maieſties Prinie Councell, and by the diligent endeauour of the 
Right Honourable Sir Humphrey Weld Lord Mayor of London, are become Aduenturers with vs, and haue put in amongſtvs a 
loynt Stocke for the vie of their ſeuerall Corporations. 

Ot which,ſo many of them,as alſo of you, as ſhall bee pleaſed to aduenture a ſingle ſhare a peece, which is twelue pound, tenne 
ſhillings, or a double ſhare & twenty tiuc pound or more, ſhall cach of rhein receive a Bill of Aduenture, for ſo muchintheir own 
particular names: whereas all others tor lefler tummes of money, doe come in as Subadaenturers vnder that generall Bill of Aduen- 
ture, to be giuen to that Towne or Corporation,wherecot they are members. 

And for that wee cannot herein without beeing to0 tedious deſcribe our proieCt more fully, nor ſhew in particular,how ac « 
ceptable to Almighty God, how comfortable to ſo many blinde ſoules, that live and die in ignorance for want of light, how profita- 
ble to this whole land,and beneficiall to cuery one of vs,this enterprite(by Gods bleſſing)may in ſhort time ſhew and manifeſt it ſelfe; 
we haucalſo ſent you annexed hereunto,ſome tew of our Printed Bookes, which by reading and divulging the fame among your 
friends, will further caformeyou of each particular. 

And whereas you ſhall therein reade, that we purpoſe to maintaine and carry all in a Ioynt ſtocke forſeuen yeares, and then to de- 
uide the lands,&c. Yet we thou ght it meete to let you know,that the Stocke and Marchandize which ſhall iſe from! thence,we pur- 


poſe ſooner and fo often as the greateneſſe of it ſhall ſurmount the charge, to make a Diuident and diſtribution thereofto euery man 


according to his Bill of Aduenture. 


And further wee doc afſure you, that it is no way our purpoſeor meaning, to enforce or cauſe any man, hauing once aduentured 
co aduenture or ſupply any more,except ofthis ovyne motion and willingneſle he ſhall bee ſo diſpoſed, neyther ſhall hee looſe his for- 
mer aduenture,for we doubt not(by Gods helpe)bur after the ſecond returne from thence,to haue ſufficient martterreturned to de- 
tray all gs of new ſupplies, and to giue fatista&tion to men that haue aduentured. | | 

Andlolcauing itto your wiſe and belt aduiſed conſideration, when weſhall receiue your aunſwere, which wee pray with your 


conuentent expedition may be returned to Sir Thomas Smith in Phil-pot Lanc in London, Treaſurer for the Colonic, you ſhall then 
finde vs ready to performe in what we may,toyour beſt content, 


